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The week was very warm and humid.
Temperatures averaged from four degrees above normal in
the Panhandle to eight degrees above normal over the
remainder of the State. Precipitation occurred at the end
of the week with amounts varying from a trace at North
Platte up to .77 inch at Chadron.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers had theopportunity
for fieldwork activities nearly everyday last week, according
to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service. The hot,
dry, windy weather conditions which provided this

opportunity continued to stress dryland crops and pastures.
Rainfall is needed to ensure continued proper plant

development. Irrigation systems were going strong in an
effort to keep ahead of these weather conditions which are
rapidly sapping moisture from the soil. Other fieldwork
activities included weed control and harvesting of wheat,
oats, alfalfa, and wild hay.

and summer fallow ground continues in preparation for fall
wheat seeding.

All Corn condition was rated at 1% very poor, 4%
poor, 21% fair, 66% good, and 8% excellent. Dryland
condition declined sharply and was rated 45% good or
better while irrigated corn was 87% good or better. Crop
development continued well ahead of normal. Rainfall is
needed statewide for all dryland corn.

Sorghum and soybeans were both in mostly fair to

good condition. Cultivating and chemical weed control
continued on both crops. Crop development was ahead of

normal in sorghum fields while soybeans were closer to
normal rate of development.

Alfalfa was in fair to good condition. Second
cutting activities increased last week and were slightly
ahead of last year and average at week's end. Some reports
indicated a short harvest. Wild hay was rated in mostly
good condition with harvest active.

LIVESTOCK

CROPS

Winter wheat harvest was in full swing in the
Panhandle last week. By week's end, the State's wheat crop
was 91% harvested. This is ahead of last year at this time
at 89% and the 5-year average at 90%. Working stubble

Pasture and range condition was rated at 82% of

normal, still in the good to excellent category. Some
pastures were feeling the stress of the hot, dry conditions

and were not able to provide adequate forage for cattle.
Supplemental feeding has begun in those areas. Overall,
cattle continued to do well on pastures. Flies continue to
bother cattle on pastures and in feedlots.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AORICULTURAL STATISTICSDISTRICTS STATE LAST LAST AVER-
AS OF JULY 21, 1991 NW I NC NE C EC SW SC SE WEEK YEAR AGE
% wheat ha_ested 73 99 100 100 100 100 100 100 91 75 89 90
% oats ha_ested 35 85 90 100 07 92 100 100 87 St 64 71
% corn stlked 25 52 81 69 99 23 99 100 78 47 32 58

% corn dough stage 0 0 6 1 12 0 2 17 6 0 0 3
% sorghum headed 6 11 31 5 18 5 8 27 19 6 1 12
% soybeans blooming 0 60 50 26 74 31 44 81 63 39 32 61
% soybeanssetting pods 0 0 6 0 16 2 1 15 lI 0 I 13
% alfalfa second cutting 45 78 89 87 83 85 91 90 80 45 78 79

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF JULY 19, 1991
Days suitable 6.8 6.9 7.0 6.8 6.9 66 7.0 6.8 6.9 5.5 5.7
Topsoil moisture- Short 47 82 94 100 75 91 91 100 83 51 66

(Percent) - Adequate 53 18 6 O 25 9 9 0 17 43 32
- Surplus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 2

Subsoil moisture - Short 22 29 53 50 30 64 91 81 48 33 58

(Percent) - Adequate 78 71 47 50 70 36 9 19 52 65 42
- Surplus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
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